Integrated Closedown Team 
Group Accountant – Overview of Role

Title of role:		Group Accountant (Counties / LGSS)

Reporting to:		Head of Integrated Finance Services  

Responsible for:	Line management of the Accountants and the Assistant Accountant within the team

Clients supported:	Milton Keynes and Northampton Borough Councils 

Salary:			Northamptonshire pay scale - Grade M £42,527 to £47,968

Contract Type:		Permanent

Overview 

This full time Group Accountant opportunity, can be based in any of the LGSS locations although based on the clients supported a strong presence will be required in Milton Keynes and Northampton Borough Councils to liaise with Business Partner finance colleagues and the services as relevant. It is an ideal role for a proactive, flexible, and technical individual who has the ability to work in a fast paced environment building effective working relationships and willing to take on a highly challenging portfolio and develop their technical accounting skills.
This is an exciting role within LGSS being part of the Integrated Finance Service, which will give you excellent experience and development across multiple LGSS Partners and customers as well as the ability to help shape and develop the team. The role is pivotal to ensure high quality sets of financial accounts are prepared in the wider context of the challenge posed by the earlier accounts closure deadlines. 
The primary areas of responsibility for the role are;
· Responsible for preparing the statement of accounts and disclosure notes for Northampton Borough and Milton Keynes Councils 
· Providing customer focussed technical financial accounting advice to finance and service colleagues as required
· Working collaboratively and flexibly with both finance team members and service colleagues, particularly in the coordination and communication of the accounts closure processes
· Providing technical financial support on projects relating to the accounts closure such as the accounting treatment for subsidiaries 
· Supporting and owning aspects (where relevant) of systems required to produce the statement of accounts such as the fixed asset registers and prepared by client lists for audit, audit query logs 
· Identifying areas of improvement, efficiency and convergence in the closedown processes across LGSS Partners and customers, in particular supporting the Milton Keynes elements of the LGSS accounts
· Leading and coordinating the external audit of the accounts building effective working relationships with the external auditors
· Presenting the Accounts and accompanying reports to the Audit Committees
· Taking a lead in the approach to consistently deliver the earlier closure of accounts deadlines
· Lead on technical accounting matters and interpreting changes in accounting standards identifying required actions

For a confidential chat or to apply please contact our recruitment partner at CIPFA Penna; Becky Frost on 0203 849 2695 or Becky.Frost@penna.com
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